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DIRECTIONS 

Application for a Renewal Charter 
 

Parties interested in submitting a renewal application for a charter school should 
familiarize themselves with all applicable state statutes and regulations contained 
within this document. 
 
Local School Districts/School Boards may have developed a Charter Schools renewal 
application form for approval at the local level that requires additional information, 
however for the purposes of seeking State Board of Education & Early Development 
approval, this renewal application form MUST be used.  Sufficient evidence must be 
presented to address all sections of this renewal application form for the department to 
deem the renewal application compliant and forward to the State Board of Education 
for approval. 
 
Timeline: 
Applicants must follow all local procedures to seek Charter School approval by their 
local boards. 
 
Not later than 30 days after a local school board's decision to approve a renewal 
application for a charter school, the local school board must forward the renewal 
application to the State Board of Education & Early Development for review and 
approval by mailing to the department: 
(1)  the complete renewal application filed with the local school board, including all 
supporting documents required;  
(2)  the written decision of the local school board;  
(3)  all other materials considered by the local school board in support or in opposition 
to the renewal application; and  
(4)  the minutes of the local school board meeting at which the charter was approved. 
 
In the event the local school district/local board has a separate renewal application form 
that differs from the state required form, it is the responsibility of the Charter School to 
transfer complete responses to the department form. 
 
An original and 4 copies of the DEED Charter School Renewal Application Form should 
be mailed to: 
 
Alaska Department of Education & Early Development  
Attn: Charter School Program Manager  
P.O. Box 110500  
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0500 
 
Please also submit via email an electronic copy of the renewal application form to 
amanda.duvall@alaska.gov 
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A renewal application approved by a local school board and submitted to the 
department must be received by the department at least 90 days before the next 
regularly scheduled meeting of the State Board of Education and Early Development. 
See the State Board schedule (education.alaska.gov/State_Board) for a list of upcoming 
Board meetings. 
 
A renewal application for a charter school approved by a local school board may not be 
submitted to the department more than 12 months before the expiration of the existing 
contract. 
 
Required Format: 

1. Not more than 200 pages single-sided, unbound, in 12 point font. 
2. ALL pages numbered in consecutive order (i.e. 1, 2, 3, …200). 
3. A table of contents. 
4. Follow in numerical order the numbered sections and sub-elements of the 

application. 
5. ALL numbered sections and sub-elements must be addressed. 
  

Upon receipt, the renewal application will go through a technical review committee to 
determine if any additional information is necessary. Addressing each section with 
sufficient detail and evidence examples will decrease the likelihood of additional 
information being requested. 
 
Once the technical review committee agrees the applicant has demonstrated 
compliance, the renewal application will be scheduled to be addressed by the State 
Board of Education & Early Development at their next meeting.  
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Charter School Renewal Application 
 

Please provide narrative responses to the following areas.  If referencing evidence within a 
document that is included as an appendix, please also provide sufficient detail in the 
narrative response for review purposes.  
 
Section 1: Establishment of the Charter at the local level  
 

i. Provide the primary purpose of the charter and how it specifically differs from other 
educational options available in the community.  Provide a narrative to describe how 
the charter has changed since the last application. AS 14.03.265(a)(1-3) 

 
Aquarian is unique in that it provides leveled math and reading to all students. With community 
support, Aquarian Charter School strives to meet children at their level through unique 
instruction that values the whole child, academic excellence, and fine arts to create a balanced 
and rewarding learning experience.  

Changes to our Charter include: 

Page 1:  

• Aquarian Charter School changed to Aquarian throughout 

Page 3: 

• Updated contact info for the APC Chair 

• Grammatical edits 

Page 4-5: 

• Updated Vision, Mission, Beliefs/Value Statements 

Page 5: 

• Added regular outdoor brain breaks 

• Added clarifying language to define: 
o multi-intelligences and brain-based learning 
o integrated art instruction 
o performance-based 

Page 6: 

• Added language to allow flexibility in curriculum choices if needed 

• Language changed to reflect current practice 

• Added flexibility regarding publication of ‘treasure books’ 
 

Page 7: 
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• Clarified role of homework  

• Removed requirement for seasonal portfolio shares 

• Updated language to reflect current practice 

• Removed Technology as a specialist class because it is integrated into classroom 
activities 

Page 8-10: 

• Updated language to reflect current practice 

• Removed requirement for seasonal portfolio shares 

• Added “play-based” Day of Exploration option 

• Updated to reflect new Need for Program, Goals 

• Added language to allow flexibility in curriculum choices if needed 

Page 9: 

• Broadened time frame for ‘treasure books’ 

Page 10: 

• Removed specific language regarding Social Studies curriculum 

• Spanish: updated language to reflect current practice 

• Technology: updated language to reflect current practice 

• Music: updated language to reflect current practice 

• Physical Education: updated language to reflect current practice 

Page 11-12: 

• Art: updated language to reflect current practice 

• Library: updated language to reflect current practice and current values 

• Evaluation Procedure: updated language to reflect current practice and conformance to 
District requirements 

Page 12-13: 

• Evaluation of Program Performance: Updated to reflect current testing standards and 
data 

Page 13-14: 

• Scheduling Requirements: Minor rewording 

• Special Education Services: updated language to reflect current practice 

• Updated to reflect Aquarian will no longer conduct gifted testing 

• Updated to reflect Aquarian will no longer provide small group gifted instruction 
 

Page 15:  
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• Admission Policies and Procedures: Updated to reflect current values 

Page 15-16: 

• Method By Which the Charter School will account for receipts and expenditures: 
updated to reflect there is currently no part-time business manager 

• Teachers/Administrators in the Charter School: Updated to reflect that “Highly 
Qualified” is no longer used as a designation 

Page 17:  

• Pupil-Teacher Ratio: updated to reflect current numbers 

• Number of Students served: updated to reflect current numbers 

 
ii. Provide evidence of the local school board approval of the reapplication for the charter 

school marked as Appendix A. AS 14.03.250(b) 
 
Appendix A to be attached following Anchorage School Board meeting showing approved vote 
on charter renewal.  
 

iii. Provide evidence of the signed contract between the charter school and the local school 
board containing all required elements under AS 14.03.255(c) marked as Appendix B.   
AS 14.03.255(c)(1-14) 

 
Evidence of the signed contract between Aquarian and ASD will be attached as Appendix B 
following board meeting.  
 

iv. Provide either the charter school’s bylaws marked as Appendix C or an indication on the 
signed assurance page that the bylaws previously submitted to the department in the 
initial application or previous renewal applications have not changed. 4 AAC 
33.110(a)(4) 
 

 Updated bylaws are attached as Appendix C. 
 

v. Provide evidence of the Academic Policy Committee (APC) consisting of parents of 
students attending the school, teachers, and school employees.  Evidence includes a list 
of the members of the APC and their qualifications, as well as the written minutes from 
meetings where the charter school met with the academic policy committee to fulfill the 
requirement of at least once each year monitoring the progress in achieving the 
committee's policies and goals. Mark as Appendix D. AS 14.03.250(a), AS 
14.03.255(b)(4), 4 AAC 33.110(a)(1) 

 
Meeting minutes from each APC meeting are attached as Appendix D. At each meeting the 
principal and teacher representatives present reports to the APC. List of current APC members 
is also included as Appendix D.  
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References: AS 14.03.250. Application for charter schools, AS 14.03.255(c)(1-14) Organization 
and operation of a charter school, AS 14.03.265 Admission, 4 AAC 33.110 Charter school 
application and review procedure. 
 
Use the reviewer rating template below to fill in the page numbers to depict the location of the 
responses for each sub-element.  Do not use the reviewer’s notes column. 
 

Reviewer Rating Template 

Section 1 Page Number location(s) of 
response(s) including 
Appendices 

Reviewer’s notes 
Rating: 
Compliant/Noncompliant 

Purpose 
 

5       
 
 

Evidence of board approval 7; Appendix A       
 
 

Evidence of signed contract 
with all required elements 

See required element below 
(items 1-14) 

      
 
 

1. Description of 
educational program 

Appendix B page TBD       
 
 

2. Specific levels of 
achievement for the 
education program 

Appendix B page TBD       

3. Admissions Policy and 
Procedures 

Appendix B page TBD       
 
 

4. Administrative 
Policies 

Appendix B page TBD       
 
 

5. Statement of Charter 
funding 

Appendix B page TBD       
 
 

6. Method of 
accountability for 
receipts and 
expenditures 

Appendix B page TBD       

7. Location and 
description of facility 

Appendix B page TBD       
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Section 1 Page Number location(s) of 
response(s) including 
Appendices 

Reviewer’s notes 
Rating: 
Compliant/Noncompliant 

8. Name of teachers 
who by agreement 
will teach in the 
charter 

Appendix B page TBD       
 
 

9. Teacher to student 
ratio 

Appendix B page TBD       
 
 

10. Number of students 
to be served 

Appendix B page TBD       
 
 

11. Term of contract (not 
to exceed 10 years) 

Appendix B page TBD       
 
 

12. Termination Clause Appendix B page TBD       
 
 

13. Statement of state 
and federal law 
compliance 

Appendix B page TBD       

14. Exemptions or 
requirements 
included in contract 

Appendix B page TBD       

Evidence of bylaws or 
assurance  

7; Appendix C       
 
 

Evidence of APC, including 
list of names/qualifications, 
meeting minutes 

8; Appendix D       
 

 
Section 2: Organization and Administration  
 

i. Provide information on how the charter school is administered to ensure that the terms 
of the contract required by AS 14.03.255 (c) are being met; including who is responsible 
and what mechanism(s) they use. AS 14.03.255(b)(2) 

 
Aquarian is managed directly by its APC, working with the principal. The APC is the primary 
governing body of the school designated to oversee and supervise all aspects of the school. The 
APC shall assign to the principal the day-to-day management, financial records and 
accountability, and other duties delegated by the APC or as required by law. The principal must 
submit for approval or disapproval to the APC all significant policy, curricular, and financial 
decisions that have a substantial impact upon the school. 
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ii. Provide the written administrative policy manual utilized by the charter or an indication 

on the signed assurance page that the policy manual submitted to the department in 
the initial application or previous renewal applications has not changed. Mark as 
Appendix E. 4 AAC 33.110(a)(13) 

 
Aquarian follows the ASD administrative policy as is stipulated throughout the Aquarian Charter 
and as attached as Appendix E.  
 

iii. Provide evidence that the charter school met regularly with parents and with teachers 
of the charter school to review, evaluate, and improve operations of the charter school, 
including any review recommendations. AS 14.03.255(b)(3) 

 
Attached (Appendix D) are APC agendas and meeting minutes that demonstrate the work done 
in review/maintenance of school operations and program.  
 

iv. Provide evidence that the charter school met with the APC at least once a year to 
monitor progress in achieving the committee’s policies and goals.  AS 14.03.255(b)(4) 

 
Attached (Appendix D) are agendas and meeting minutes that demonstrate that the APC meets 
monthly throughout the school year. Also in Appendix D (pp. 5-6) are meeting minutes from 
September 2020 that include Aquarian’s vision, mission, and beliefs that were generated during 
strategic planning in August 2020 and adopted by the APC on September 21, 2020. 
 

v. Provide a description of the school schedule and calendar. 4 AAC 33.110(a)(9) 
 
Aquarian follows the ASD calendar with few exceptions. The approved calendar and schedule 
are attached as Appendix O.  

 

vi. If applicable:  Provide information on alternative educational options for students not 
wishing to attend the charter if the charter school is the only school in the community.   
4 AAC 33.110(a)(12) 

 
Not applicable.  
 
References: AS 14.03.255. Organization and operation of a charter school, 4 AAC 33.110 
Charter school application and review procedure.  
 
Use the reviewer rating template below to fill in the page numbers to depict the location of the 
responses for each sub-element.  Do not use the reviewer’s notes column. 
 

Reviewer Rating Template 
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Section 2 Page Number location(s) of 
response(s) including 
Appendices 

Reviewer’s notes 
Rating: 
Compliant/Noncompliant 

Description of administrative 
oversight 
 

9-10       
 
 

Evidence of written 
administrative policy manual 
or assurance  

10; Appendix E       
 
 

Evidence of regular parent 
and teacher contacts for 
continuous improvement  

10; Appendix D       
 
 

Evidence of annual APC 
meeting 
 

10; Appendix D       

Description of school 
schedule and calendar 
 

10; Appendix O       
 
 

Alternative options for 
students if no other 
educational program exists 

N/A 
May be “not applicable” 

      
 
 

  
Section 3: Educational Program and Student Achievement  
 

i. Provide a description of the educational program to be offered at the charter school 
including specific teaching methods that benefit an age group, grade level or specific 
type of student and examples of curriculum utilized. AS 14.03.255(c)(1), AS 
14.03.265(a)(1-3), 4 AAC 33.110(a)(5) 

 

MISSION STATEMENT, PHILOSOPHY, AND PURPOSE OF THE PROGRAM:  

MISSION 

With community support Aquarian Charter School strives to meet children at their level 

through unique instruction that values the whole child, academic excellence, and fine 

arts to create a balanced and rewarding learning experience.  

 

VISION 
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Aquarian Charter School cultivates a creative community of lifelong learners and 

compassionate, engaged citizens. 

BELIEFS/VALUES (PHILOSOPHY)  

• A diverse and stimulating educational experience 

• Meeting children where they are academically 

• Each child as an individual 

• School autonomy in curriculum and teaching methods 

• Academic excellence 

• Consistent exposure to: 

o Fine Arts 

o World Language 

o Physical Education 

o Health Education 

• Identifying children’s needs and strengths to guide their growth and help them 

meet their potential 

• Inclusive school environment 

• Celebrating growth 

• Educational enrichment beyond the general curriculum 

• Responsible citizenship 

• Diversity 

• Contribution to community 

• Professional development and growth 

• Family engagement and volunteering 

• Partnership between educational staff and families 

PURPOSE OF THE PROGRAM 

Aquarian is a kindergarten through sixth grade school that offers a unique program 

within the ASD. Highlights of the program include: 

• A rigorous academic program that strives to exceed state and district 

standards in all core subjects 

• Mathematics and language arts instruction given at the appropriate 

developmental level for the individual student 

• Families, students, and teaching staff are partners in the child’s education 

• Teachers motivate students within the classroom by using differentiated 

instruction and integration throughout subject areas 
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• Regular outdoor brain breaks are strongly encouraged at all grade levels. 

• Utilizes teaching assistant support to enhance pupil/teacher ratio and 

support academics in the classroom 

• Instruction that utilizes Gardner’s1 multiple intelligences and brain-based 

learning 

• Spanish instruction at all grade levels 

• Values fine arts education 

• A stimulating academic program with high expectations set in an 

encouraging, joyful and safe learning environment 

• Teachers continuously monitor and reassess skill levels to adjust 

instruction for each individual student’s needs accordingly 

• Classes may be multi-aged or single grade groupings 

Aquarian meets and exceeds all state and district requirements.  

• Student achievement at all instructional levels is assessed throughout the 

school year using various formative assessments.  Resulting assessments 

help school administrators make program adjustments and set future 

goals to meet and exceed the state and district learning standards. 

Results are also used to determine the learning needs of each individual 

student. 

• If students do not meet the minimal standards of proficiency set by these 

various assessments, their curricular needs are adjusted accordingly to 

help the child succeed. Also, if children advance, the instruction will be 

adjusted to create an ever-challenging educational experience. 

• Aquarian annually reviews various methods of evaluation, including 

national and state assessments to help set both individual and school-

wide goals for our program. 

Students are leveled in language arts and mathematics according to individual 

mastery of standards rather than grade level. 

• Blocked Mathematics: Each day, for 1 hour and 15 minutes, the entire 

school stops and moves to mathematics class. Aquarian uses Saxon 

 
1 Gardner, H. (1983).  Frames of Mind: The Theory of Multiple Intelligences.   
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Mathematics curriculum, unless, after thorough consideration, a different 

curriculum is approved by the APC. Students are assessed for their 

appropriate mathematics level using placement assessments. As a result, 

during mathematics time, students attend instruction appropriate to their 

ability rather than their grade level. In order to accommodate blocked 

mathematics, instruction is conducted by all of the certified teachers, 

including the specialist teachers, within the school. This allows the school 

to provide all the necessary levels, allowing students to have homogenous 

grouping based on their individual mastery of standards.  

• Language Arts: Language arts skills are assessed to determine proper 

academic placement within the classroom program. Students are 

assessed based on state standards and other accepted language arts 

assessment tools. Teachers are encouraged to teach using fiction and 

non-fiction “trade” books as opposed to a single adopted reading 

curriculum in order to better fit the needs and interests of the individual 

students and enhance thematic integration across subject matter. 

Annually, starting in kindergarten, each student is required to produce an 

original published work of literature. The goal of the program is to 

introduce the writing process at an early age. Expectations of the 

completed product are adjusted as the skills of the individual child develop 

and are evaluated accordingly.  

At Aquarian, parents, students, and teachers are all considered active partners in 

a student’s education. Consequently, it is expected that all of the parties engage 

in the following program expectations:  

1. Students are responsible for their own behavior. Parents and teachers are 

responsible for facilitating an environment that encourages independence, respect, and 

kindness. Our program strives to provide intrinsic motivators as opposed to motivating 

by prizes or extrinsic reward systems. 

2. Homework is assigned at each level with a goal to: 

▪ Reinforce classroom instruction 

▪ Develop good study habits and time-management strategies 

▪ Foster self-discipline and responsibility 

▪ Keep parents informed of student’s progress 

Homework is expected to be completed and returned on a timely basis. 
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3. Open, honest, and timely communication is a key aspect of the Aquarian 

student/parent/teacher partnership. Teachers continually inform parents about student 

progress, behavior, and school events through multi-modal forms of communication; 

such as, classroom newsletters, school newsletters, regular parent/teacher contact in 

person, electronic and paper notes home, phone calls, the return of graded work, and 

portfolio sharing. Each teacher also maintains a class website as a tool to communicate 

the happenings in their classroom. As part of our effort to be a green school, we 

encourage all contact that is not in person to be in an electronic format if at all possible, 

to minimize our use of paper and ink.  

4. We ask parents to volunteer for the school the equivalent of at least two hours per 

month and that may look different for every family.  

5. At Aquarian, we value family input in class placement as it is an integral part of 

building the student/parent/teacher partnership. The school administrator will make 

every effort to accommodate parent requests, however, there is no guarantee that all 

requests will be met. The school administrator has the discretion to place children 

according to educational or social needs over a specific parent request. 

6. Aquarian’s classrooms are inviting, safe, and stimulating learning environments. We 

encourage the use of tables and shared materials when appropriate. We encourage 

student communication and collaboration in a respectful and appropriate manner. As 

partners in children’s education, teachers are seen as facilitators of their classroom 

environment.  

7. Frequent, relevant, age-appropriate field trips are used to complement teaching and 

help make current subject matter more meaningful to students. Field trips provide 

students with the opportunity to see the world in action and are tied to curriculum. 

Parent volunteers make most of our field trips possible. Families are encouraged to 

actively participate in field trips. 

8. Art, Music, Spanish, Library, and PE are specialist classes offered each week. 

Specialist and classroom teachers collaborate to integrate thematic learning across the 

classrooms to create connections and make for more meaningful learning. The fine arts 

are celebrated in our school and seen as a vital tool in the development of the growing 

brain. Students are encouraged to explore their talents in these special areas. 

9. Teachers participate in professional development that continuously strives to improve 

and expand the educational experience of students. 

10. Students prepare a portfolio of work to share with their families. The students self-

assess and reflect on what they have learned. The portfolio is divided into core subjects 

and materials are added each successive interval. The resulting portfolio reflects the 
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child’s progress throughout the entire school year and provides the teachers and family 

a venue to identify areas of strength and areas that need development. 

Explorations 

Four days a year the students are given the opportunity to participate in a “Day of 

Exploration.” The teachers develop the exploration days, and the focus of explorations 

has an extreme range. Topics can be scientific, technical, artistic, philanthropic, 

physical, or play-based. Explorations are intended to introduce students to subjects they 

may not be familiar with or to help them develop a deeper understanding of an area 

they may be interested in. Students spend an entire school day in intensive, hands-on, 

activities dedicated to the particular topic they have chosen. Explorations are an 

example of Aquarian’s dedication to utilizing real-world experiences, multiple 

intelligences, and brain-based learning to allow students to realize their individual 

potential. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE NEED FOR THE PROGRAM 

Aquarian provides an innovative highly sought-after program that encourages 

community and family involvement and cultivates academically successful, well-rounded 

students.  

GOALS 

1. Maintain a program that adheres to the vision, mission and values of Aquarian 

Charter School. 

▪ Further define and strengthen focus areas and to direct needed resources 

(money, time, innovative solutions) accordingly 

▪ Modify the charter as needed to address educational needs and concerns as 

they arise 

2. Increase diversity throughout the Aquarian community and create a climate that 

promotes inclusion and diversity in education. 

▪ Explore options and barriers for increasing diversity in our student body, staff, 

and community 

▪ Use curriculum that honors all cultures and life experiences and actively 

encourage students’ exposure to a diverse range of opinions, thoughts, identities, 

and cultural backgrounds 

▪ Continue to embed empathy, respect, and kindness in the school culture  

▪ Pursue diversity training opportunities  
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3. Continuously strive to improve and expand the educational experience through 

innovation.  

▪ Support school-wide activities that encourage students to make discoveries, to 

develop skills, and to discover personal passions allowing all students to excel.  

▪ Evaluate and adopt meaningful technologies and educational delivery methods 

as they become necessary or advantageous 

▪ Explore other revenue options, including expanded fee-based programs and 

pursuing grant opportunities. 

▪ Foster community partnerships to enhance educational experiences. 

4. Work collaboratively with the Anchorage School District to facilitate planned and 

future improvements to our building and program. 

▪ Investigate potential expansion and funding opportunities to gain further space to 

enhance the educational experiences and offerings of Aquarian. 

▪ Continue to monitor Aquarian’s energy efficiency and efforts to maintain a safe, 

warm, and dry facility. 

 
ii. Provide evidence of a written instructional program that addresses state content 

standards under 4 AAC 04 and aligns with the content on the statewide assessment 
system under 4 AAC 06.710-4 AAC 06.790 marked as Appendix F.  4 AAC 33.110(a)(6) 

 
Attached as Appendix F is Aquarian’s ASD report card and includes student assessments and 
proficiencies. Below is an overview of Aquarian’s curriculum.  

CURRICULUM 

Aquarian’s curriculum meets and exceeds the ASD and Alaska standards. The subjects 

that comprise the curriculum are listed and briefly discussed below. Unless, after 

thorough consideration, a different curriculum is approved by the APC, the following 

curricula are used.  

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Our balanced language arts program provides a scientific and holistic approach to 

instruction. Teachers utilize reading and writing workshops in their classrooms to 

facilitate language arts.  The following curricula are used:  

• The primary grades use programs such as Heggerty, SIPPS, and Phonics for 

Reading. Other structures such as The Daily 5, leveled, guided reading groups 

appropriate for the child’s individual instructional level, and Fountas and Pinnell 

Guided reading practices are also utilized. Teachers use theater arts (such as 
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poetry, Reader’s Theatre, plays, Tableau), public speaking, word games, and 

writing projects in order to integrate the language arts into all areas of learning. 

• Upper grades use Springboard and also individualize language arts learning to 

the appropriate level of the child. Students are required to do independent 

reading projects, and daily practice of paragraph editing, grammar and the 6 

Traits Writing is encouraged. Additional appropriate materials, aimed to integrate 

language arts into other curricular areas, are also utilized. 

• Spelling is taught using the Zaner-Bloser spelling program at all grade levels.  

• Each year students are required to produce an original work of literature. 

Teachers integrate the writing process into daily lessons and the students are 

given the opportunity to practice the writing skills they have been learning 

throughout the year. Children also produce original illustrations for the stories 

and an original cover. The expectations of the completed project are adjusted as 

the student progresses through the grade levels. Upon completion, books are 

bound and sent home for the student and parents to keep.  

MATHEMATICS 

Saxon Mathematics is used for mathematics instruction at all grade levels. Saxon 

Mathematics uses an incremental approach to mathematics instruction, emphasizing 

continual practice of learned concepts. The Saxon curriculum emphasizes mastery of 

basic facts alongside a solid program of instruction that teaches computation skills, 

problem solving, mental mathematics, and decoding and solving word problems that 

reflect real life applications. Algebra and geometry are integrated where applicable at 

each grade level. 

For those students who have mastered the Saxon Mathematics K-6 program, our 

school has adopted the McDougall Littell program for pre-algebra. This program aligns 

with what is being taught in the ASD at the middle school level. 

SCIENCE 

Aquarian follows the ASD framework for all grade levels in science. The ASD science 

kits are utilized to form the basis for science instruction in our school. All students in our 

school are required to participate in the yearly science fair. For grades K-2, children 

participate with classroom group projects but are also given the option to enter their own 

individual project. Students in grades 3-6 are required to enter a project in the science 

fair. In addition, Project Lead the Way is utilized to provide STEM opportunities to 

students in grades K-6. 
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HEALTH 

Aquarian uses the ASD framework for health instruction. The classroom teachers 

conduct health instruction. Teachers utilize The Great Body Shop materials in addition 

to other age-appropriate materials for health instruction. Integration with other subjects 

is accomplished whenever possible. 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

Aquarian uses the ASD framework for social studies to guide its curriculum. We meet or 

exceed state and local standards for teaching social studies. Aquarian integrates social 

studies curriculum into the language arts and reading areas of curriculum as well. 

SPANISH   

Spanish language instruction is delivered weekly. K-2 grades receive at least 90 

minutes and up to 120 minutes per week of instruction preferably from a native-

speaking teacher while 3-6 grades receive at least 90 minutes and up to 120 minutes 

per week instruction from a certified Spanish teacher. The focus of the Spanish 

Language delivery is experiential and highlights the culture, people, land, and 

celebrations of the Spanish-speaking cultures. 

TECHNOLOGY 

Technology provides students with computer skills that will prepare them for future 

employment. Instruction is integrated within the classroom and focuses on the use of 

technology in the areas of keyboarding skills, research, writing, and presentations. 

MUSIC 

Weekly music instruction is taught by a full-time, certified music teacher.  During these 

classes, students of all grade levels are exposed to singing, instruments, notation, and 

music appreciation. Students develop an understanding of music and its relation to 

other disciplines. ASD music standards are followed and exceeded. When qualified 

instructors are available, Aquarian supports after-school extracurricular music 

opportunities, such as band, choir, and strings. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Weekly physical education (PE) instruction is taught at least 45 minutes and up to 90 

minutes per week by a full-time, certified teacher. The goal of PE is to develop 

individuals who have the knowledge, skills, and confidence to enjoy a lifetime of healthy 
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physical activity. Student activities help develop coordination, teach students to work 

together, introduce various sports as well as other personal training skills. Aquarian 

students get an additional opportunity for exercise through Brain Breaks; when weather 

permits, these are held outside. In addition to our PE program, when qualified 

instructors are available, Aquarian students are offered a wide variety of other physical 

after-school activities including, but not limited to, JNYO, ice skating, cross-country 

running, flag football, biking, cross-country skiing, gym hockey, martial arts, and dance.   

ART 

Weekly art instruction is taught by a full-time, certified teacher. Art instruction 

emphasizes the elements and history of art. Students are given the opportunity to work 

with various mediums and experience how art is a part of the world around us. Art 

instruction is integrated into classroom activities whenever possible through 

collaboration between the classroom and art teachers. Local artists are invited to share 

their talents when funding allows. Additional art offerings are given as after-school 

activities throughout the year. 

LIBRARY 

Students will receive a minimum of 45 minutes of weekly library instruction, taught by a 

full-time, certified librarian. ASD library standards are used, met, and exceeded by the 

Aquarian library program. Students are taught to locate and utilize data and information. 

Aquarian students are encouraged to use the library for both research and enjoyment 

purposes. Aquarian participates in the annual “Battle of the Books” competition.  The 

Aquarian library strives to provide a diverse and multi-cultural selection of authors and 

topics to enhance a broader appreciation of literature. 

 
iii. Provide a description of plans for serving special education, vocational education, gifted, 

and bilingual students. 4 AAC 33.110(a)(10) 
 

Special education services are delivered by using the inclusionary model of instruction. Because 
differentiated instruction is being delivered to all students, the academic needs of both gifted 
and learning-disabled children can be met within the classroom setting with the support of both 
special education and gifted inclusion specialists. All core curriculum areas will be leveled to 
meet individual needs and adapted regularly to appropriately challenge all students.  

Aquarian employs at least one certified special education teacher as our inclusion specialist 
depending on need. The inclusion specialist conducts Individualized Education Plan (IEP) 
meetings, teacher training, and helps ensure that a student’s individual needs are being met 
within the classroom setting. A student does not necessarily need a special education 
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determination in order to receive the necessary remediation or in class services. Aquarian 
complies with the local, state, and federal statutes regarding special education students. 

Aquarian also employs a qualified gifted education teacher. Because it is Aquarian’s philosophy 
that all students benefit from enrichment and challenge, the gifted instructor teaches lessons 
to all students in the school on a regular basis throughout the school year and may provide 
additional opportunities. 

iv. Provide the written objectives for program achievement desired by the charter.  Include 
information on the progress of the charter to date in reaching the objectives.  Include in 
this section information on ASPI star rating, comparisons of state assessments for the 
school to district and state averages, as well as student performance by disaggregated 
groups. Include a synopsis of how students in your school are performing.  Also include 
information on how the charter addresses the needs of students who do not perform at 
acceptable levels of proficiency. 4 AAC 33.110(a)(7) 

 
Aquarian meets and exceeds all state and district requirements. Student achievement at all 
instructional levels is assessed throughout the school year using various formative assessments.  
Resulting assessments help school administrators make program adjustments and set future 
goals to meet and exceed the state and district learning standards. Results are also used to 
determine the learning needs of each individual student. 

Aquarian’s APC, principal, teachers, parents, and PTO are vested in the school’s performance. 
Aquarian’s previous state assessment scores show that 70% of our students score above the 
fiftieth percentile in reading, and 68% of our students score above the fiftieth percentile in 
math. Aquarian has an ASPI rating of five stars. Aquarian has continually reached its objectives 
and this data is found below.  

Should any student fall below proficient in any core subject, goals will be set to help advance 
him/her to increase proficiency. Parents are notified when students fall below proficiency 
standards and are encouraged to help set the goals. If necessary, we may recommend that 
retention be considered when in the best interest of the student. 
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v. Provide a description of the mechanisms for student assessment utilized in addition to 
those required by state law. 4 AAC 33.110(a)(5) 

 
Aquarian follows all ASD standards for assessments and also the following contained in the 
charter:  

• All students will receive a quarterly report card with grading criteria O/S/N for grades K-
3 and A-F scale for grades 4-6. Grades are based on individual achievement and effort in 
accordance with the state and local grade level standards. Aquarian uses the ASD 
grading scale and reporting system.  

• Specialist classes use the O/S/N scale.  Parents may request (with a minimum of 48-hour 
advance notice) make-up opportunities for any student who has a planned absence. 
Excessive absences or tardiness have a significant impact on performance in specialist 
classes. Make-up work may be required to achieve a full grade. For illness, Aquarian 
follows the ASD policy on missed work and make-up work. 

• Students prepare a portfolio of work to share with their families. The students self-
assess and reflect on what they have learned. The portfolio is divided into core subjects 
and materials are added each successive interval. The resulting portfolio reflects the 
child’s progress throughout the entire school year and provides the teachers and family 
a venue to identify areas of strength and areas that need development. For 
kindergarten, the portfolio shares are held at least once during the year, typically in the 
spring. For first through sixth grade, portfolio shares are held at least two times over the 
course of the year. 

• Aquarian currently participates in ongoing assessments appropriate to our curriculum 
delivery. Assessments will be given throughout the school year to best meet the needs 
of the individual learner. These will be informal and formal assessments as well as 
annual state standardized tests given to grades third through sixth. 

References: AS 14.03.255. Organization and operation of a charter school, AS 14.03.265 
Admission, 4 AAC 33.110 Charter School application and review procedure. 
 
Use the reviewer rating template below to fill in the page numbers to depict the location of the 
responses for each sub-element.  Do not use the reviewer’s notes column. 
 

Reviewer Rating Template 

Section 3 Page Number location(s) of 
response(s) including 
Appendices 

Reviewer’s notes 
Rating: 
Compliant/Noncompliant 

Description of educational 
program 

11-20       
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Section 3 Page Number location(s) of 
response(s) including 
Appendices 

Reviewer’s notes 
Rating: 
Compliant/Noncompliant 

  
Evidence of written 
instructional program that 
addressees content 
standards and aligns with 
statewide assessment system 

17-20; Appendix F       
 
 
 

Description of plans for 
serving special education, 
vocational education, gifted 
and bilingual students 

21       
 
 
 

Evidence of written 
objectives for program 
achievement, progress on 
meeting objectives, 
comparisons of 
disaggregated assessment 
data to district and state 
averages, and plans to 
address students who do not 
perform at acceptable levels 

21-23       
 
 
 

Description of the 
mechanisms for student 
assessment in addition to 
those required by state law 

24       
 
 
 

 
Section 4: Professional Development 
 

i. Provide a description of and schedule for staff development activities. 4 AAC 
33.110(a)(8) 

 
Aquarian administration provided for all ASD-required trainings on dates prescribed on the ASD 
calendar. Aquarian program-specific trainings take place during beginning of the school year in-
service time and continue during faculty meetings held monthly to address current program 
needs and staff development activities every Thursday at lunch. Examples of professional 
development includes training on current curricula such as Wit and Wisdom and Fundations. 
Staff also participates in training that supports social-emotional learning within classroom 
communities.  
 
References: 4 AAC 33.110 Charter School application and review procedure. 
 

20-21
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Use the reviewer rating template below to fill in the page numbers to depict the location of the 
responses for each sub-element.  Do not use the reviewer’s notes column. 
 

Reviewer Rating Template 

Section 4 Page Number location(s) of 
response(s) including 
Appendices 

Reviewer’s notes 
Rating: 
Compliant/Noncompliant 

Description of and schedule 
for planned professional 
development  

25       
 
 

 

Section 5: Facility 
 

i. Provide the location for the charter school, description of the facility and lease 
information.   AS 14.03.255(c)(7)(d), 4 AAC 33.110(a)(15) 

 
Aquarian is located at 1705 W. 32nd Ave., Anchorage, AK, 99517 the property is owned by 
Anchorage School District. Floor plan is attached as Appendix M. The existing Rental Fee plan is 
attached as Appendix M.  
 

ii. Describe the plans for the charter school’s facility and any plans for projected growth.   
4 AAC 33.110(a)(15) 

 
Aquarian has no current plan for growth, but the APC Long Term Planning Committee continues 
to evaluate options. Aquarian succeeded in obtaining bonded funds to replace the roof, boiler, 
and pay for needed building updates. Those began in 2020 and are expected to continue 
through 2022.  
 
References: AS 14.03.255. Organization and operation of a charter school, 4 AAC 33.110 
Charter School application and review procedure. 
 
Use the reviewer rating template below to fill in the page numbers to depict the location of the 
responses for each sub-element.  Do not use the reviewer’s notes column. 
 

Reviewer Rating Template 

Section 5 Page Number location(s) of 
response(s) including 
Appendices 

Reviewer’s notes 
Rating: 
Compliant/Noncompliant 

Description of facility and 
location of the charter school 
including addressing district 
leased space if applicable 

26; Appendix M       
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Section 5 Page Number location(s) of 
response(s) including 
Appendices 

Reviewer’s notes 
Rating: 
Compliant/Noncompliant 

Evidence of a written facility 
plans   

26        
 
 
 

 
Section 6: Admission 
 

i. Provide the written admission policies and procedures utilized by the charter.  Please 
include evidence that the school is ensuring an equal and bias-free access to all eligible 
students. Mark as Appendix G. AS 14.03.255(c)(3), 4 AAC 33.110(a)(11) 

Aquarian follows the ASD online lottery and enrollment guidelines per ASD policy. Appendix 
G outlines Aquarian’s admission policies and procedures.  

ii. Provide a written student recruitment process, including a lottery or random drawing 
mechanism for enrollment if applicants exceed the school’s capacity.  Please include 
information in this section describing enrollment and waitlist numbers for the past 3-5 
years.  Mark as Appendix H. AS 14.03.265(b), 4 AAC 33.110(a)(17) 

 
Aquarian does not currently have a need recruit as demand has remained high. The school 
makes use of the ASD Lottery System. Waitlist information is found in Appendix H.  

 
References: AS 14.03.255. Organization and operation of a charter school, AS 14.02.265 
Admission, 4 AAC 33.110 Charter School application and review procedure. 
 
Use the reviewer rating template below to fill in the page numbers to depict the location of the 
responses for each sub-element.  Do not use the reviewer’s notes column. 
 

Reviewer Rating Template 

Section 6 Page Number location(s) of 
response(s) including 
Appendices 

Reviewer’s notes 
Rating: 
Compliant/Noncompliant 

Evidence of written 
admission policies and 
procedures 
 

27; Appendix G       
 
 
 

Evidence of a written student 
recruitment process, 
including enrollment and 
waitlist numbers  

27; Appendix H       
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Section 7: Fiscal 
 

i. Provide a written budget summary and financial plan, including a statement of the 
charter school’s funding allocation from the local school board and costs assignable to 
the charter school program budget.  Information in this section should explicitly detail 
the amount and sources of the revenue streams; the specific indirect rate (not to exceed 
4%) and details of what the indirect rate charges cover; as well as the charter’s eligibility 
to receive additional revenue over the 2.65 mills required in the foundation formula.  
Projected budget marked as Appendix I.  AS 14.03.255(c)(5), 4 AAC 33.110(a)(14)(A) 

 
Aquarian has included its 2021-2022 budget in Appendix I. Aquarian’s only other revenue 
source is through funding generated through PTO fundraisers.  

 
ii. Provide a signed assurance that: 

• the charter school follows all district approved practices to account for receipts and 
expenditures; 

• the charter school has been successful in ending each year with a zero or positive fund 
balance; 

• all audit reports to date indicate the school has met its obligation to ensure the fiscal 
integrity of the school’s financial operation. AS 14.03.255(b)(1)(c)(6) 

 
Aquarian follows all ASD accounting guidelines and works closely with the ASD Budget and 
Finance Department to ensure compliance.  
 
References: AS 14.03.255. Organization and operation of a charter school, AS 14.02.265 
Admission, 4 AAC 33.110 Charter School application and review procedure. 
 
Use the reviewer rating template below to fill in the page numbers to depict the location of the 
responses for each sub-element.  Do not use the reviewer’s notes column. 

Reviewer Rating Template 

Section 7 Page Number location(s) of 
response(s) including 
Appendices 

Reviewer’s notes 
Rating: 
Compliant/Noncompliant 

Evidence of a budget plan  
 

28; Appendix I       
 
 
 

Evidence of assurance  30; Appendix K       
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Section 8: Transportation 
 

i. Provide the district charter school transportation policy, if proposed or adopted, marked 
as Appendix J. 4 AAC 33.110(a)(19) 

 

Parents or guardians of students at Aquarian shall be responsible for their student’s 
transportation to and from school. 
 
References: AS 14.03.255. Organization and operation of a charter school, AS 14.02.265 
Admission, 4 AAC 33.110 Charter School application and review procedure, AS 14.09.010 
Transportation (e)(1-3)(f)(g), 4 AAC 27.057 Charter School Transportation policy. 
 
Use the reviewer rating template below to fill in the page numbers to depict the location of the 
responses for each sub-element.  Do not use the reviewer’s notes column. 
 
 

Reviewer Rating Template 

Section 8 Page Number location(s) of 
response(s) including 
Appendices 

Reviewer’s notes 
Rating: 
Compliant/Noncompliant 

Plans for pupil transportation  
 

29       
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Charter Schools Assurance Page 
 

By signing this document, the school district files its assurance that the statements, 
documents and/or information listed below is in compliance with all state and federal laws 
and regulations. 
 
The charter school bylaws previously submitted to the department in the initial application or 
previous renewal applications have not changed. 4 AAC 33.110(a)(4) 
 
The charter school administrative policy manual submitted to the department in the initial 
application or previous renewal applications has not changed. 4 AAC 33.110(a)(13) 
 
The charter school follows all district approved practices to account for receipts and 
expenditures. AS 14.03255(b)(1)(c)(6), 4 AAC 33.110(a)(14)(B) 
 
The charter school has been successful in ending each year with a zero or positive fund balance. 
AS 14.03255(b)(1) 
 
All audit reports to date indicate the charter school has met its obligation to ensure the fiscal 
integrity of the school’s financial operation. AS 14.03255(b)(2)(c)(13) 
 
Name of the School District:  Anchorage School District  
 
Name of the Charter Program:  Aquarian Charter School  
 
Name of Superintendent:  Deena Bishop  
 
Signature of Superintendent:        Date:        
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Alaska State Charter School Statutes 
 

Sec. 14.03.250. Application for charter school.  

(a) A local school board shall prescribe an application procedure for the establishment of a 
charter school in that school district. The application procedure must include provisions for an 
academic policy committee consisting of parents of students attending the school, teachers, 
and  school employees and a proposed form for a contract between a charter school and the 
local school board, setting out the contract elements required under AS 14.03.255(c). 

(b)  A decision of a local school board approving or denying an application for a charter 
school must be in writing, must be issued within 60 days after the application, and must include 
all relevant findings of fact and conclusions of law. 

(c)  If a local school board approves an application for a charter school, the local school board 
shall forward the application to the State Board of Education and Early Development for review 
and approval. 

(d)  If a local school board denies an application for a charter school, the applicant may 
appeal the denial to the commissioner. The appeal to the commissioner shall be filed not later 
than 60 days after the local school board issues its written decision of denial. The commissioner 
shall review the local school board's decision to determine whether the findings of fact are 
supported by substantial evidence and whether the decision is contrary to law. A decision of 
the commissioner upholding the denial by the local school board may be appealed within 30 
days to the State Board of Education and Early Development. 

(e)  If the commissioner approves a charter school application, the commissioner shall 
forward the application to the State Board of Education and Early Development for review and 
approval. The application shall be forwarded not later than 30 days after the commissioner 
issues a written decision. The State Board of Education and Early Development shall exercise 
independent judgment in evaluating the application. 

(f)  A local school board that denied an application for a charter school approved by the state 
board on appeal shall operate the charter school as provided in AS 14.03.255 - 14.03.290. 
[This statute applies to charter school applications filed with a local school board on or after 
July 1, 2014.] 
 
Sec. 14.03.253. Charter school application appeal.  

(a) In an appeal to the commissioner under AS 14.03.250, the commissioner shall review the 
record before the local school board. The commissioner may request written supplementation 
of the record from the applicant or the local school board. The commissioner may 
 (1)  remand the appeal to the local school board for further review; 
 (2)  approve the charter school application and forward the application to the State Board 
of Education and Early Development with or without added  conditions; or 
 (3)  uphold the decision denying the charter school application; if the commissioner 
upholds a local school board's decision to deny a charter school application and the applicant 
appeals to the State Board of Education and Early Development, the commissioner shall 
immediately forward the application and record to the State Board of Education and Early 
Development. 
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(b)  In an appeal to the State Board of Education and Early Development of a denial of a 
charter school application under (a)(3) of this section, the state board shall determine, based on 
the record, whether the commissioner's findings are supported by substantial evidence and 
whether the decision is contrary to law. The state board shall issue a written decision within 90 
days after an appeal. 
[This statute applies to charter school applications filed with a local school board on or after 
July 1, 2014.] 
 
Sec. 14.03.255. Organization and operation of a charter school.  

(a) A charter school operates as a school in the local school district except that the charter 
school (1) is exempt from the local school district's textbook, program, curriculum, and 
scheduling requirements; (2) is exempt from AS 14.14.130(c); the principal of the charter school 
shall be selected by the academic policy committee and shall select, appoint, or otherwise 
supervise employees of the charter school; and (3) operates under the charter school's annual 
program budget as set out in the contract between the local school board and the charter 
school under (c) of this section. A local school board may exempt a charter school from other 
local school district requirements if the exemption is set out in the contract. A charter school is 
subject to tests required by the department. 

(b) A charter school shall 
 (1) keep financial records of the charter school; 
 (2) oversee the operation of the charter school to ensure that the terms of the contract 

required by (c) of this section are being met; 
 (3) meet regularly with parents and with teachers of the charter school to review, evaluate, 

and improve operations of the charter school; and 
 (4) meet with the academic policy committee at least once each year to monitor progress 

in achieving the committee's policies and goals. 
(c) A charter school shall operate under a contract between the charter school and the local 

school board. A contract must contain the following provisions: 
 (1) a description of the educational program; 
 (2) specific levels of achievement for the education program; 
 (3) admission policies and procedures; 
 (4) administrative policies; 
 (5) a statement of the charter school's funding allocation from the local school board and 

costs assignable to the charter school program budget; 
 (6) the method by which the charter school will account for receipts and expenditures; 
 (7) the location and description of the facility; 
 (8) the name of the teacher, or teachers, who, by agreement between the charter school 

and the teacher, will teach in the charter school; 
 (9) the teacher-to-student ratio; 
 (10) the number of students served; 
 (11) the term of the contract, not to exceed a term of 10 years; 
 (12) a termination clause providing that the contract may be terminated by the local school 

board for the failure of the charter school to meet educational achievement goals or fiscal 
management standards, or for other good cause; 
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 (13) a statement that the charter school will comply with all state and federal 
requirements for receipt and use of public money; 

 (14) other requirements or exemptions agreed upon by the charter school and the local 
school board. 

(d)  A school district shall offer to a charter school the right of first refusal for a lease of space 
in an existing school district facility or in a facility within the school district that is not currently 
being used as a public school, if the chief school administrator determines the facility meets 
requirements for health and safety applicable to public buildings or other public schools in the 
district. If the school district requires lease payments by a charter school, the school district 
shall negotiate a lease agreement with the charter school for an amount that does not exceed 
the true operational costs calculated on a square foot basis for space leased under this 
subsection. 

  
Sec. 14.03.260. Funding for charter school.  

(a) A local school board shall provide an approved charter school with an annual program 
budget. The budget shall be not less than the amount generated by the students enrolled in the 
charter school less administrative costs retained by the local school district, determined by 
applying the indirect cost rate approved by the department up to four percent. Costs directly 
related to charter school facilities, including rent, utilities, and maintenance, may not be 
included in an annual program budget for the purposes of calculating the four percent cap on 
administrative costs under this subsection. A local school board shall provide a charter school 
with a report itemizing the administrative costs retained by the local school board under this 
section. The "amount generated by students enrolled in the charter school" is to be determined 
in the same manner as it would be for a student enrolled in another public school in that school 
district and includes funds generated by grants, appropriations, federal impact aid, the required 
local contribution, the local contribution under AS 14.17.410(c), special needs under AS 
14.17.420(a)(1), and secondary school vocational and technical instruction under AS 
14.17.420(a)(3). A school district shall direct state aid under AS 14.11 for the construction or 
major maintenance of a charter school facility to the charter school that generated the state 
aid, subject to the same terms and conditions that apply to state aid under AS 14.11 for 
construction or major maintenance of a school facility that is not a charter school. 

(b) The program budget of a charter school is to be used for operating expenses of the 
educational program of the charter school, including purchasing textbooks, classroom 
materials, and instructional aids. 

(c) The charter school shall provide the financial and accounting information requested by the 
local school board or the Department of Education and Early Development and shall cooperate 
with the local school district or the department in complying with the requirements of 
AS 14.17.910. 

(d) The expenses of housing nonresident students who attend the charter school, including 
room, board, and other reasonable housing expenses, may not be paid for with state money 
but may be paid for with funds contributed by sources other than the state. 
 
Sec. 14.03.263. Charter school grant program. [Repealed, Sec. 1 ch 100 SLA  
2003].   Repealed or Renumbered 
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Sec. 14.03.264. Charter school grant program.  
(a) A charter school that is established on or after the effective date of this section may receive 
a one-time grant from the department equal to the amount of $500 for each student enrolled 
in the school on October 1 of the first year in which the school applies for the grant. The charter 
school shall use a grant received under this section to provide educational services. In this 
subsection, "educational services" includes curriculum development, program development, 
and special education services. 

(b)  The department shall establish by regulation procedures for the application  
for and expenditure of grant funds under (a) of this section. 

(c)  If the amount appropriated in a fiscal year for the charter school grant program is 
insufficient to meet the amounts authorized under (a) of this section, the department shall 
reduce pro rata the per pupil grant amount by the necessary percentage as determined by the 
department. If a charter school grant is reduced under this subsection, the charter school may 
apply to the department in a subsequent fiscal year for the balance of the grant amount. 

 
Sec. 14.03.265. Admission.  

(a) The program of a charter school may be designed to serve 
 (1) students within an age group or grade level; 
 (2) students who will benefit from a particular teaching method or curriculum; or 
 (3) nonresident students, including providing domiciliary services for students who need 
those services, if approved by the board. 

(b) A charter school shall enroll all eligible students who submit a timely application, unless 
the number of those applications exceeds the capacity of the program, class, grade level, or 
building. In the event of an excess of those applications, the charter school and the local school 
board shall attempt to accommodate all of those applicants by considering providing additional 
classroom space and assigning additional teachers from the district to the charter school. If it is 
not possible to accommodate all eligible students who submit a timely application, students 
shall be accepted by random drawing. A school board may not require a student to attend a 
charter school. 

(c) In addition to other requirements of law, a charter school shall be nonsectarian. 
 
Sec. 14.03.270. Teacher or employee transfers, evaluations, and negotiated agreements.  

(a) A teacher or employee may not be assigned to a charter school unless the teacher or 
employee consents to the assignment. 
(b) All provisions of an existing negotiated agreement or collective bargaining agreement 
applicable to a teacher or employee of a district apply to that teacher or employee if employed 
at a charter school in that district, unless the district and the bargaining unit representing the 
teacher or employee agree to an exemption. 
(c) A teacher in a charter school shall be evaluated in an equivalent manner as all other 
teachers in the district, except that if there is no administrator assigned to the charter school, 
the local school board, with the agreement of the charter school, shall designate a school 
district administrator in that district to evaluate a teacher in a charter school. 
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Sec. 14.03.275. Contracts; duration.  

A contract for a charter school may be for a term of no more than 10 years. 
 
Sec. 14.03.280. Regulations.  

The State Board of Education and Early Development may adopt regulations under AS 44.62 
(Administrative Procedure Act) necessary to implement AS 14.03.250 - 14.03.290. 
 
Sec. 14.03.290. Definitions.  

In AS 14.03.250 - 14.03.290, 
 (1) "academic policy committee" means the group designated to supervise the academic 
operation of a charter school and to ensure the fulfillment of the mission of a charter school; 
 (2) "charter school" means a school established under AS 14.03.250 - 14.03.290 that 
operates within a public school district; 
 (3) "local school board" means a borough or city school board or a school board of a 
regional educational attendance area; 
 (4) "parent" means a biological, adoptive, or foster parent, or an adult who acts as guardian 
of a child and makes decisions related to the child's safety, education, and welfare; 
 (5) "teacher" means a person who serves a school district in a teaching, counseling, or 
administrative capacity and is required to be certificated in order to hold the position. 
 
Sec. 14.07.165 Duties.  

The [State Board of Education and Early Development] shall adopt  
(4)  regulations requiring approval by the board before a charter school, state boarding 
school, or a public school may provide domiciliary services. 

 
Sec. AS 14.09.010 is amended by adding new subsections to read: 

(e)  A school district that provides transportation services under this section shall provide 
transportation services to students attending a charter school operated by the district under a 
policy adopted by the district. The policy must: 

 (1)  be developed with input solicited from individuals involved with the charter school, 
including staff, students, and parents; 

 (2)  at a minimum, provide transportation services for students enrolled in the charter 
school on a space available basis along the regular routes that the students attending schools in 
an attendance area in the district are transported; and 

 (3)  be approved by the department. 
(f)  If a school district fails to adopt a policy under (e) of this section, the school district shall 

allocate the amount received for each student under (a) of this section to each charter school 
operated by the district based on the number of students enrolled in the charter school. 

(g)  Nothing in (e) of this section requires a school district to establish dedicated 
transportation routes for the exclusive use of students enrolled in a charter school or 
authorizes a charter school to opt out of a policy adopted by a school district for the purpose of 
acquiring transportation funding. 
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Sec. AS 14.17.450(d) is amended to read: 
(d)  If a charter school has a student count of at least 75 but less than 150 for the current year 

and is in the first three years of operation or had a student count of at least 75 in the previous 
year of operation, 

 (1)  the adjusted student count for the school shall be calculated by multiplying the student 
count by the student rate for a school that has a student count of 150; and 

 (2) not later than February 15, the charter school shall submit for approval of the governing 
board of the district a plan for the following school year that includes a statement about 
whether the school will continue to operate if the student count remains the same that year 
and, if so, a projection of the funding anticipated from the state and other sources, a proposed 
budget, and a description of anticipated changes to the school staff, program, and curriculum; if 
the school intends to close if the student count remains the same the following year, the plan 
must describe transfer plans for students, staff, facilities, and materials. 
 
Alaska State Charter Schools Regulations 
 
4 AAC 27 is amended by adding a new section to read: 

4 AAC 27.057.  Charter school transportation policy.  

(a)  A local school board shall adopt a charter school transportation policy that describes 
the transportation services that will be provided by the district to students attending a charter 
school operated by the district if 

(1)  a district provides transportation services under AS 14.09.010; and  
(2)   the district operates a charter school or an application for the establishment 

of a charter school in the district is pending with the district under AS 14.03.250. 
(b)  A district must submit to the department an application for approval of its charter 

school transportation policy on a form provided by the department. 
(1)  not later than April 15, 2015, if a charter school is in operation in the district 

on July 1, 2014; or  
(2)  not later than 30 days after approval of a charter school by a local school 

board, if a charter school is approved by a local school board after July 1, 2014, and a charter 
school transportation policy approved by the department is not in effect in the district.  

(c)  The application to the department must include  
(1)  evidence that the charter school transportation policy was developed in 

compliance with AS 14.09.010(e)(1); and  
(2)  the charter school transportation policy adopted by the local school board 

that provides transportation service for charter school students in compliance with 
AS 14.09.010(e)(2); and 

(3)  other documents or information the department needs to evaluate a charter 
school transportation policy adopted by a local school board. 

(d)  Not later than 60 days after receipt by the department of an application for approval 
of a charter school transportation policy, the department will grant approval for a charter 
school transportation policy if the charter school transportation meets the requirements of AS 
14.09.010 and this section. 
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(e)  If a district seeks to amend an approved charter school transportation policy, it must 
submit an application for approval of an amendment of the charter school transportation policy 
on a form provided by the department not later than April 15 of the fiscal year prior to the fiscal 
year when the proposed amendment will take effect. An application for approval of an 
amendment of a charter school transportation policy must meet the requirements of (c) of this 
section. 

(f)  Not later than 60 days after receipt by the department of an application for approval 
of an amendment of a charter school transportation policy, the department will grant approval 
for the amendment of a charter school transportation policy if the amendment meets the 
requirements of AS 14.09.010 and this section.  (Eff. 4/8/2015, Register 214) 
Authority: AS 14.07.020  AS 14.07.060  AS 14.09.010 
 
4 AAC 33.110 is repealed and readopted to read: 

4 AAC 33.110.  Charter school application and review procedure.   

(a) The application procedure required by AS 14.03.250(a) for the establishment of an 
initial or renewed charter for a charter school must be in writing and must be available upon 
request at the school district's central office. The local school board must require an applicant 
to submit sufficient information so that the local school board may conduct a thorough review 
of the proposed charter school. An application must conform to the content areas and 
formatting standards set out at the department's Charter School webpage at: 
education.alaska.gov/Alaskan_Schools/Charter.  

An application, upon final approval by the State Board of Education and Early 
Development, will operate as the charter for the school. In addition to the requirements of AS 
14.03.250(a), an application must include, at a minimum,   

(1)  a list of the members of the academic policy committee and their 
qualifications;   

(3)  the length of the term of the contract required under AS 14.03.255(c);   
(4)  the charter school's bylaws;   
(5)  a description of the education program to be offered at the charter school 

and mechanisms for student assessment to be utilized in addition to those required by state 
law;   

(6)  a written instructional program that addresses state content standards 
under 4 AAC 04 and that aligns with the content on the statewide student assessment system 
under 4 AAC 06.710 – 4 AAC 06.790;   

(7)  written objectives for program achievement; 
(8)  a description of and schedule for staff development activities;   
(9)  a school schedule and calendar; 
(10)  plans for serving special education, vocational education, gifted, and 

bilingual students;   
(11)  written admissions policies and procedures;   
(12)  if the charter school is the only school in the community, an alternative 

option for students not wishing to attend the charter school;   
(13)  a written administrative policy manual;   
(14)  a written budget summary and financial plan, including 
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(A)  a statement of the charter school's funding allocation from the local 
school board and costs assignable to the charter school program budget; and 

(B)  the method by which the charter school will account for receipts and 
expenditures;   

(15)  a written plan for the charter school's facility;   
(16)  a written plan that addresses the teacher-to-student ratio, including 

projected enrollment figures;   
(17)  a written student recruitment process, including a lottery or random 

drawing mechanism for enrollment if applicants exceed the school's capacity;   
(18)  a requested or existing exemption for the charter school from a written 

collective bargaining contract; 
(19)  a plan for pupil transportation and the district charter school transportation 

policy, if proposed or adopted;  
(20)  the written termination clause that must appear in the contract between 

the charter school and the local school board;   
(21)  proof of compliance with applicable law; and 
(22)  other documents or information the district needs to evaluate the 

proposed charter school.   
(b)  Not later than 30 days after a local school board's decision to approve an initial 

application or a renewal application for a charter school, the local school board must forward 
the application to the State Board of Education and Early Development for review and approval 
under AS 14.03.250(c) by mailing to the department   

(1)  the complete application filed with the local school board, including all 
supporting documents required by (a) of this section;  

(2)  the written decision of the local school board;  
(3)  all other materials considered by the local school board in support or in 

opposition to the application; and  
(4)  the minutes of the local school board meeting at which the charter school 

was approved. 
 (c)  An initial application for a charter school approved by a local school board may not 
be submitted to the department under subsection (b) more than 12 months before the planned 
start-up date for the new school. A renewal application for a charter school approved by a local 
school board may not be submitted to the department under (b) of this section more than 12 
months before the expiration of the existing contract. 

(d)  An initial application and a renewal application approved by a local school board and 
submitted to the department under (b) of this section must be received by the department at 
least 90 days before the next regularly scheduled meeting of the State Board of Education and 
Early Development. 

(e)  The State Board of Education and Early Development will review an initial 
application or a renewal application approved by the local school board and submitted to the 
department under (b) of this section. The State Board of Education and Early Development will 
consider an initial application or a renewal application in the order in which it is received. 

(f)  Not later than 60 days after a local school board issues a decision to deny an initial 
application or a renewal application for a charter school, an applicant may file a notice of 
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appeal to the commissioner under AS 14.03.250(d). In the notice of appeal, the applicant must 
specify the grounds for its appeal, stating which, if any, finding of fact or conclusion of law in 
the local school board's decision is alleged to be in error. If the applicant alleges that a finding 
of fact is in error, the applicant shall specify in the notice of appeal the evidence in the record 
before the local school board that supports a contrary finding of fact. With the notice of appeal, 
the applicant must file with the commissioner  

(1)  the complete application submitted to the local school board, including all 
supporting documents required by (a) of this section; 

(2)  the written decision of the local school board;  
(3)  any other materials considered by the local school board in support or in 

opposition to the application;  
(4)  the minutes of the local school board meeting at which the charter school 

was approved or denied, or if the minutes are not yet available, the date on which the minutes 
will be available for review by the department; and 

(5)  within ten working days of receipt of the commissioner's written request for 
a hearing transcript, a transcript of any recorded testimony presented to the local school board 
regarding the charter school application. 

(g)  The commissioner will review an appeal of a local school board decision denying an 
initial or renewal application for a charter school under AS 14.03.250(d).   

(h)  If the commissioner upholds the denial of an application, the applicant may file an 
appeal of the commissioner's decision to the State Board of Education and Early Development 
within 30 days of the issuance of the commissioner's decision. The commissioner will forward 
the appeal to the State Board of Education and Early Development immediately for 
consideration at its next meeting. The State Board of Education and Early Development will 
issue a decision within 90 days after the filing of an appeal of a commissioner's decision 
upholding a denial of an application.  

(i)  If the commissioner approves an initial or renewal application by overturning a 
denial by the local school board, the commissioner will forward the application and record to 
the State Board of Education and Early Development not later than thirty days after the 
commissioner issues a written decision of approval. The State Board of Education and Early 
Development will consider the application at its next meeting.  

(j)  The State Board of Education and Early Development will not approve an application 
that contains insufficient information to determine compliance with applicable law.  

(k)  A decision of the State Board of Education and Early Development granting or 
denying approval for a charter school application is a final agency action for purposes of an 
appeal to the superior court. (Eff. 4/27/96, Register 138; am 3/31/2002, Register 161; am 
7/26/2002, Register 163; am 8/6/2004, Register 171; am 4/18/2015, Register 214) 
Authority: AS 14.03.250  AS 14.03.280  AS 14.07.060 
  AS 14.03.253  AS 14.07.020 
 
4 AAC 33 is amended by adding a new section to read: 
 4 AAC 33.113.  Amendment of charter.   

A charter school may apply to a local school board for an amendment to its charter during the 
term of its contract with the local school board. If a local school board approves an amendment 
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to the charter, an amended contract must be executed to conform to the amended charter. The 
local school board must forward an amended charter and amended contract to the 
department. A charter school may make district-approved changes to its program that do not 
require an amendment to its charter without review by the state Board of Education and Early 
Development, except that a change of program that involves the addition of an elementary or 
secondary program must be approved by the local school board and the State Board of 
Education and Early Development. (Eff. 4/18/2015, Register 214)  
Authority: AS 14.03.250  AS 14.07.020  AS 14.07.060 
  AS 14.03.280  
 
4 AAC 33 is amended by adding a new section to read: 
 4 AAC 33.115.  Operation of charter schools.   

(a)  The department may audit the charter school's program during the term of the contract 
under AS 14.03.255(c) and may take any action necessary to ensure compliance with federal 
and state law, including the withholding of money under AS 14.07.070. Notwithstanding any 
provision of a charter or contract, a charter school must comply with state and federal law. A 
change in state or federal law taking effect during the term of an existing contract or charter 
will override an inconsistent provision of a contract or charter.  (Eff. 4/18/2015, Register 214) 
Authority: AS 14.03.250  AS 14.03.280  AS 14.07.060 
  AS 14.03.255  AS 14.07.020 
 
4 AAC 33 is amended by adding a new section to read: 

4 AAC 33.117.  Charter school grant program.   

(a) A charter school that is established on or after July 1, 2014, may apply to the 
department for one-time grant funding under AS 14.03.264. An applicant charter school must 

(1)  apply on a form prescribed by the department; 
(2)   provide evidence in its application that demonstrates that grant funding will 

be used to provide educational services as defined under AS 14.03.264(a); and 
(3)  file its application with the department not later than September 15 to 

receive funding based on student enrollment on October 1 of the same fiscal year.  
(b)  A charter school that received reduced grant funding in a prior fiscal year as 

permitted under AS 14.03.264(c) may apply for the balance of the grant amount using the 
procedures described in (a) of this section.  
 (c)  The department will notify a newly approved charter school of its eligibility for grant 
funding under AS 14.03.264 promptly after approval of the charter by the State Board of 
Education and Early Development. (Eff. 4/18/2015, Register 214) 
Authority: AS 14.03.264  AS 14.07.020  AS 14.07.060  
 
4 AAC 33 is amended by adding a new section to read: 

4 AAC 33.119.  Definitions.   

In 4 AAC 33.110 – 4 AAC 33.119,  
(1)  "charter school" has the meaning given in AS 14.03.290;   
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(2)  "commissioner" means the commissioner of education and early 
development;   

(3)  "department" means the Department of Education and Early Development;   
(4)  "local school board" has the meaning given in AS 14.03.290.   

(Eff. 4/27/96, Register 138; am 3/31/2002, Register 161; am 7/26/2002, Register 163; am 
8/6/2004, Register 171; am 4/18/2015, Register 214) 
Authority: AS 14.03.250  AS 14.07.020  AS 14.07.060 
  AS 14.03.280   
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
 
This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) between the Anchorage School District (the 
“District or ASD”) and the Aquarian Charter School Academic Policy Committee (“Charter 
School”), shall be effective as of November 26, 2019 (the “Effective Date”).   
 
WHEREAS, the District currently provides to Charter School the below-described Facility for 
use as a public charter school:   
 

NORTHERN LIGHTS SCHOOL, located at 1705 W 32nd Ave, Anchorage, Alaska 
99517, inclusive of a 25,080 sq. ft. facility and 314,328 sq. ft. property parcel.   

 
; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Charter School continues to use and occupy the Facility, as specified in the Charter 
School Contract executed on January 13, 2012 between the Aquarian Charter School and the 
Anchorage School Board (“Charter Contract”); and, 
 
WHEREAS, on November 19, 2019, the Anchorage School Board voted to include the ASD 
facility that houses Aquarian on the 2020 bond for $6.8 million dollars for capital improvements. 
 

 
NOW THEREFORE, the District and Charter School agree to the following: 
 

1. USE OF DISTRICT FACILITY: The use of the facility shall comply with all Federal, 
State, local statutes, Anchorage School Board policy, and the Charter Contract.  

 
2. FACILITY USE FEES:  The fees charged by the District to the Charter School for 

occupancy will be in conformance with Section 1. USE OF DISTRICT FACILITY, and 
will represent the costs to operate the facility.  The District will continue to deduct from 
Charter School’s budget the fees for custodial/utility/maintenance on a monthly basis.  The 
fees will represent actual costs without any administrative markup. 
 

3. TERM:  This term of the MOU shall commence on November 26, 2019 (the “Effective 
Date”) and shall expire on May 21, 2020 (the “Expiration Date”).   

 
4. USE AND OCCUPANCY:  During the term of the MOU, ASD shall immediately address 

any failures to building systems components that cause a health and safety issue.  The 
Charter School shall be charged for maintenance repairs or replacement of building system 
components.  This will include the costs of emergency major maintenance repairs and 
replacement of components to the facility.  However, the Charter School’s obligation for 
emergency repairs will be limited to two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) within 
the term of this agreement. 
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5. ADDITIONS/ALTERATIONS:  As Charter School occupies District-owned facilities, 
additions and/or alterations will require prior approval, management, and oversight by the 
District’s Senior Director of Purchasing and Senior Director of Capital Planning and 
Construction (“CP&C”).  All design and construction work done on the Facility will 
comply with Board Policies 3311 and 3312.   
 

6. MAINTENANCE REQUESTS:  The District will continue to respond to repair 
maintenance requests from Charter School, which will be charged at actual costs to Charter 
School through the District’s Maintenance and Operations Work Order System.  ASD will 
determine if repair or replacement is appropriate. 
 

7. RESPONSIBILITIES OF CHARTER SCHOOL:  Charter School shall keep the 
Facility in good working order and shall inform the District of any maintenance issues as 
they arise, such that the Facility remains in compliance with all applicable health and safety 
requirements.  
 

8. ACCESS AND INSPECTION:  The District and its representatives may need to enter 
and inspect the Facility at any time.  No advance notice shall be required; however, the 
District shall endeavor to reasonably schedule access as to not interfere with daily school 
activities.   
 

9. INSURANCE:  Charter School is currently maintaining acceptable insurance coverage 
and will continue to do so. 
 

10. COSTS TO CHARTER SCHOOL:  Any services provided by the District to Charter 
School will be billed at actual cost, without mark-up.  
 

11. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS: 
a. Notices:  All notices or other written communication required or permitted to be given 

under any provision of this MOU shall be deemed to have been given by the notifying 
Party if mailed by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the receiving Party 
addressed to its mailing address. 

b. Non-Waiver of Rights:  Any failure of the District to insist upon performance of any 
provision of this MOU, or to exercise any right, remedy or option provided herein, shall 
neither be construed as a waiver of the right to assert any of the same or to rely on any 
such terms or conditions at any time thereafter, nor in any way affect the validity of 
this MOU. 

c. Severability:  If any covenant, condition, term, or provision contained in this MOU is 
held or determined to be invalid, illegal, or unenforceable in any respect, in whole or 
in part, such covenant, condition, term, or provision shall be severed from this MOU, 
and the remaining covenants, conditions, terms and provisions contained herein shall 
continue in force and effect, and shall in no way be affected, prejudiced or disturbed 
thereby. 
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Anchorage School District

2 0 2 1 – 2 2  S c h o o l  Y e a r  C a l e n d a r *

* subject to change ** students do not attend school † Tentative Kindergarten start date. Check back in the summer to confirm. 10-1-18

 JULY 
4 Independence Day holiday

 AUGUST
12 Teachers’ first day

13 16  State released professional 
development days**

17 Classes begin
24 Classes begin for Preschool/Kindergarten†

 SEPTEMBER
6 Labor Day holiday**

 OCTOBER
15  State released professional development 

day. End of first quarter.** 
20 21 Parent/Teacher conference days

22  State released professional 
development day**
 NOVEMBER

11  State released professional 
development day**

25-26 Thanksgiving holiday**
 DECEMBER

16 Classes end
17  State released grade reporting day. End of 

second quarter.**
20-31 Winter break**

 JANUARY
3 Classes begin

17  Martin Luther King Jr. holiday**
 FEBRUARY

16 17 Parent/Teacher conference days
18  State released professional 

development day.** 
21 Presidents Day holiday**

 MARCH
4  State released grade reporting day. End of 

third quarter.**
7-11 Spring Break**

 MAY
19 Classes end. End of fourth quarter.
20 Teachers’ last day.
30 Memorial Day holiday

 (  )  Beginning, end of quarter
Q1–40, Q2–42, Q3–41, Q4–49
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